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Reading Question Stems



Question stems – retrieval 
When is…? 

When are/is…? 

When did the story start? 

Where was…?

Where did…? 

Why is… so important? 

Why were…?

Where does the story take place?

Give one/two places where you can find…? 

What is the main difference between…? 

What is the name of…? 

What is the text about? 

What is the main event? 



Question stems - inference
What does this sentence tell you about…?

Why did…?

Explain why… 

How did…?

This story shows that the character was…?

How did the character feel at the beginning/middle/end of the story?

Why did the character feel like that?

This poem explains how…? 

What happens when…? 

How did the character feel about…?

What does this phrase tell you about…?

At the beginning/middle/end of the story the character felt… why?

Why did the character behave in this way?



Question stems -

summarising
What happens first in the story?

What happens last in the story?

How does the story save the day?

Can you tell me what happened in the story 
in 10 words?



Question stems -

vocabularyWhat do the words… mean?

Why is… a good name for…? 

This word means that…?

What does this sentence tell you about…? 

The word… means that…? 

Which word/words mean the same as…? 



Question stems - prediction

What do you think will happen next?

Do you think… will do…?

Can you think of another story similar to this?

How is character… x like someone you know?



Answer stems


